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THE WEDDING BANQUET (MT. 22:1-14)

(Introduction) Next week is Invitation Sunday. We wish to see the blessing of evangelism

in which God works.

1. God desires to hold a wedding banquet even now.
(1) The wedding banquet symbolizes the feast that celebrates our union with
Christ. God is overjoyed at our union with Christ that he wishes to hold a banquet.
(2) This wedding banquet has two eschatological characteristics: already and not
yet. This means that the banquet in Heaven has already begun. However, the
essence of the marriage — in which we live with the eyes and body of the groom

— take place after Jesus’s second coming.

2. God wishes to invite us to the wedding banquet.

(1) We are the brides of Christ, and at the same time, His servants.

(2) But no one wants to come to the wedding banquet. This is because there is
nothing special about the bride. This is speaking about us. Compared to God’s
son, there is nothing special about us. We were sinners, children of Satan, and
dragged around by Satan and the world.

(3) People are not interested in the wedding banquet. They are busy with their
own affairs.

(4) God says those He invited did not deserve to come. There are surely those

God has prepared (8).

3.  God has ways of calling who he has prepared. We must do that, which is the
three courtyards.
(1) Acts 13:48. There are those who have been resolved to receive eternal life.
(2) It is three courtyards of the temple that is gathering [them]: courtyard of
foreigners, courtyard of prayer, courtyard of children (9). These four are the
three courtyards.

(3) God lowers his standards about the invitations (10).
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