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For THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BELONGS TO SUCH AS THESE CHILDREN(LUKE 18:15-30)

1. Our church must become the courtyard for children.

2. Jesus Christ accepted and welcomed the young children.

(1) He said the kingdom of Heaven belonged to those like young children
(16).

(2) Whether a parent or child, we are all people with spiritual problems,
all people who need healing, all remnants, and all those to raise the
remnants.

(3) It is because we must believe and obey to receive answers.

(4) Remnants must be cautious of something. There is something that

the remnants in university must be cautious of.

3. Parents’ worship and lives should not be for their children’ s sake.

(1) Parents must regard their relationship with God more important
than their relationship with their children (15).

(2) We must find the worship that transcends our children and families.

(3) We must find ourselves before God. We must find ourselves within

the word, prayer, and the evangelism movement.
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PROMISE(Part 2/2)
Eddie Chin

Identification of a Solution

The diagnosis informs the treatment options that are available. Post-modern
thought and the Western mind point to natural causes (i.e., psychological and
sociological influences) to explain deviant behavior. In contrast, the Bible states
that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but--- against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms”
(Ephesians 6:12). If this is true, it becomes quickly evident that we are very much
in over our heads. Left to ourselves, we are hopelessly lost. Although born
physically alive, we are spiritually dead and without “any craft that we here
possess” that can help us with our predicament. Incapable of redeeming
ourselves, we require a radical procedure to help us escape from the “domain of

darkness” and curse of sin.

Against this backdrop, the narrative continues: God intervenes. At the very
moment of rebellion, He makes a promise to provide a solution (Genesis 3:15).
Although the traitorous act of rebellion requires punishment by death, God
instead plans a rescue mission and route to redemption. Like the best stories from
our childhood, His plan includes going undercover and deep into enemy territory.
And in His blueprint for putting back together what was fractured because of sin,
we get a glimpse of the heart and character of God. Though God’s justice requires
that He punish sin, His love compels Him to provide a way of rescue and
redemption for the sinner. This is the crux of the seemingly embedded
contradiction within the narrative. This is the point at which the narrative reaches
its climax and is revealed to be, at its core, one that we can all identify with: a

story of love.

Unlike the fairy-stories from our childhood, however, this narrative is true. God
chooses a time and place to enter the stream of history. His method is
unconventional. To fulfill His;promise requires taking on the.very form of

—

humanity and dwelling among us (John 1:14).
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The mystery of God’s plan is finally revealed in the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The Bible states that Jesus “was pierced for our transgressions, he
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). In Christ, God’s promise of
redemption is finally realized: Christ came to die the death we should have died
in order that we could live the life that God intended us to live, both now and
forever. The punishment that was required for our sin fell upon Christ, in order
that we could be reconciled unto God. For this reason, the promise is costly,
because it required Christ’s death on a cross. And for the same reason, the
promise cannot be revoked, because it has been guaranteed by the blood of God’s

own Son.

This promise is received through faith: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved” (Acts 16:31). At the moment one believes this promise, something truly
fantastic happens: we are given a new life-- our very destiny and disposition has
changed. The Bible puts it this way: “He delivered us from the domain of
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14). That is, in Christ, the
existence of another life is revealed: a new life that is possible through the
promise of God. This new life provides restoration of what was broken because of
sin, providing peace within. Moreover, this new life provides power and a new
strength; a way to enjoy the unseen authority that comes through the filling of

God’s Holy Spirit.

This is the promise (or “covenant”) that God has made. This is the story that “has
entered History and the primary world”. This narrative is true. And for those that
receive this promise through faith, there is freedom from the problem of sin and
a way to enter into a relationship with God: “But to all who did receive Him, who

believed in His name, He gave.the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).
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