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THE CEREMONY TO BE UNITED WITH CHRIST(MATTHEW 26:26-30)

(Intro) The greater the risk of dying, the more conditions and quali-
fications there are. However, the rewards of those conditions are
greater: driver’ s licenses, flying airplanes, space travel, and
baptism.

1. Jesus came to form an alliance (become one) with us.

(1)To unite with us when we were wandering without a place to
go, separated from God

(2)To become one with us in our cycle of sins and curses
(Un.1:29).

(3)To become one with us in our snares of being enslaved to Sa-
tan and the world (Phil. 2:7).

(4)Being baptized is the way to form an alliance with Christ (Rom.
6:3)

2. Promises of invitations to unite with Christ
(1) Jn.1:12 (2) Rev. 3:20
(3) Mk. 2:17 (4) Rom. 6:3

3. Sacrament is a way to deeply, personally unite with the Lord.
(1) The Lord wants it (Lk. 22:15-16)
(2) “Take and eat; this is my body” (26)
(3) “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (27) -

transfuse with Christ

4. What kinds of blessings do we receive when we’ re united [with
Christ]?
(1) We receive the blessing of dying with Christ (Phil. 3:10)
(2) Then, we receive the blessing of reviving with Christ. This is

the real answer. (Phil. 3:10)
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Eddie Chin

(Continuing from last week)

At some point in our lives, however, most folks are confronted with the reality
that they are not the person that they would ideally like to be. This often leads
to vows and resolutions to become a better person in every area of our lives
where we feel we may have fallen short or “missed the mark”. The reality,
however, is that there are undesirable behaviors and unforeseen hardships
where no manner of philosophy or psychological counseling will help one to

resolve or overcome.

The Bible states that these problems have a deep-seated spiritual component,
and while philosophy and psychology have “the appearance of wisdom in self-
made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body”
(Colossians 2:23), they are of no value in completely overcoming deeply-
rooted and harmful impulses, which are often at the core of many of life’s
problems. The Apostle Paul himself made a keen observation when he stated,
“For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I

would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.” (Romans 7:15)

In describing what he feels is the source of life’s problems and his own
inability to be the person that he wants to be, Paul uses the Greek word
“hamartia” (ham-ar-tee'-ah). The word, which is normally used in the context
of describing sports (such as archery), is rooted in the notion of “missing the
mark”. When Paul uses this word to describe sin, his conclusion is that we
have all somehow “missed the mark” of God’s initial intended purpose for our
lives. More than simply failing to live by a set of rules for good moral
behavior, Paul believes we are inherently flawed, that “all have [missed the
mark] and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). The result is the
fracturing of everything from its intended purpose and separation from God
(Genesis 3). And in an attempt to deal with these problems ourselves, the

result is often instability, unhealthy relationships and deep forms of addiction.



The Bible offers a unique solution to the problem of sin in the form of a
promise. This promise has been a mystery throughout most of human history.
It’s a mystery not because of something secret or elusive. Rather, it’s a mystery
because God reveals something that was once hidden; something that is
shocking and unexpected: “Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” (II

Corinthians 5:17)

There doesn’t seem to be a way for a person to change his past or the
consequences of the choices (good or bad) that he’s made. Like it or not,
everyone has certain undesirable behaviors they could do without, tendencies
they would like to be free from, and experiences that have shaped them for the
better or worse. However, the mystery of God is that every person can be
renewed from his past and redeemed from the problem of sin, becoming “fellow

partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” (Ephesians 3:6)




