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THE GOSPEL FOR THE SCOFFERS (ACTS 13:16-41)

1. All people are surrounded by complexities that prevent them from receiving bless-
ings.
(1) Found no proper ground for a death sentence, so they find a reason elsewhere
(28).
(2) a world where it is common for the holy man to suffer in decay (35-36)
(3) No pure religion can resolve this (39)

(4) an atmosphere of contempt and unbelief prevalent (41)

2. God still provides a way for blessings in those fields.
(1) Gen. 3:15, 21
(2) Gen. 6:14; 20
(3) Gen. 12:7
(4) Exo.3:18
(5) Isa. 7:14; Mt. 1:23
(6) Mt. 16:16-21; Jn. 19:30

(7) In. 1:12; Rew. 3:20

3. We must make a system in which the gospel can be the gospel.
(1) system to be liberated by the gospel
(2) system to pray with the gospel and enjoy in life

(3) system with the gospel to change the master in our finances and lives
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voblem

Eddie Chin

“At that point I ought to have gone away,
but a strange sensation rose up in me, a sort
of defiance of fate, a desire to challenge it, to put out my
tongue at it. I laid down the largest stake allowed... and lost it.
Then, getting hot, I pulled out all I had left, staked it on the same number,
and lost again, after which I walked away from the table as though I were
stunned. I could not even grasp what had happened to me.”

— Alexei Ivanovich (Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Gambler)

Growing up, our family endured many financial hardships
outside our control. Not only did we lose our home and most of our
possessions when I was young, but even years afterwards, I remember
the electricity often going out because we couldn’t pay the bills and
wearing the same clothes because we had no money to buy new ones.
I did my part to help support our family financially, by delivering
newspapers at 4am before heading to high school classes and, after
school, bagging groceries at a local supermarket. Evenings were spent

studying and helping my mom sew and make clothing in our garage.

During those years (and though I didn’t explicitly know it at the
time) I held onto and drew strength from different worldviews (mostly
Stoic philosophers) that helped me deal with my circumstances. My
philosophy for life could have been summed up just as easily by Seneca

(“Good men...must not shrink from hardship and difficulty or complain of fate;



they should take whatever befalls in good part and turn it to advantage. The
thing that matters is not what you bear but how you bear it.”’), as it could

have by Nietzsche (“ What does not kill me, makes me stronger.”).

Following the fall of Lehman Brothers (a company I joined in
2008, the weekend before it filed for bankruptcy), I read a BBC news
article extolling the virtues of a World War
IT propaganda poster created by the British
government with the phrase: “Keep calm and
carry on”. The article describes how “the simple
five-word message is the very model of British restraint
and stiff upper lip...” going on to say that, “the
world in 2009 seems as uncertain as it was in 1939,

even if modern-day anxieties focus on redundancy

and recession rather than bombs and the Blitz. . .

perhaps this is why the message still seems so relevant.”

In this way, problems in life, whether “self-inflicted” (i.e.,
addictions, gambling debts) or those that are out of one’s immediate
control (i.e., delinquent children, being laid off from work), are ever
present. And ancient philosophy and modern-day psychology are
everywhere, offering a form of help in dealing with them. Turn on the
TV to any of your day-time talk shows, whether Dr. Phil or Oprah, to
find people seeking solutions to life’s problems. Self-help books line
the aisles at local bookstores, promising easy-steps to weight-loss and
fulfilling relationships. And for those with the discipline, self-imposed
restrictions may do the trick in controlling emotions and otherwise

irresponsible behavior. (7o Be Continued)



