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LET’S SAVE THE FIELDS OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY, DROWNING IN FOR-
TUNE-TELLING AND DIVINATION (ACTS 13:4-12)

1. What is the reason that reverent Jews and scholars were led by the Holy Spirit to an

island being dominated by false prophets and fortune tellers? (4)

(1) Sorcery and fortune-telling dominated the region to the extent that even the
Roman governor obeyed (8).

(2) The problem is that this is a spiritual battle (8), and we’re unaware that it’s a
problem of truth (10).

(3) In New York and New Jersey, there are many linked to sorcery and fortune-telling.

(4) Leaders - similar to those from the Nephilim age of Noah’s ark — are dominating
the culture, economics, and national defense.

(5) We must discover why God has called us here.

2. We must create a system to be liberated with the gospel (12).
(1) The gospel liberates us from our past identities and natures.
(2) While they were in the desert, the Israelites transformed into a mighty nation that
conquered Canaan.
(3) We must create a life system in which we’re healed through the word and rejoice
through worship. We must create a system in which prayer realistically takes place.
(Gen. 41:38)

(4) We must create the system to make the future.

3. We must create a church to change our courtyards.
(1) We shouldn’t be like the Israelites when they were in slavery but create the econo
my of the future using our own vessels.
(2) We must know the knowledge of God that ordered the Israelites to build the altars
and five feasts after liberation from slavery, and practice it for ourselves (Lev. 1:1;

6:8).
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PURPOSE
Eddie Chin

“The span of our life is seventy years, or if we are strong, eighty; yet at best it is

toil and sorrow, over in a moment, and then we are gone.” — Moses (Psalm 90)

While backpacking through Europe before
starting graduate school, I came upon a
painting (right) by the Dutch painter Pieter
Claesz, titled Vanitas. The painting’s depiction :
of life and death struck a chord in me: a skull,
a timepiece, an upturned glass and a wisp of
smoke from a candle that has gone out. These
elements served as an uninvited reminder,
forcing me to confront a reality that I most
dreaded: that of the transience of life and

eventuality of death.

Death is the ultimate reality and the end of everyone’s course in life. The mere mention
of it brings about a sobering dread in most people. It’s no wonder most folks seek to live
for the moment and find their source of purpose and meaning in the things that surround
them: career, money, family and friends. Others, upon deep reflection, come to the bleak
conclusion that life itself may not have any meaning at all. As the famed English
playwright and atheist Somerset Maugham put it: “If one puts aside the existence of
God- one has to make up one’s mind as to the use of life. If death ends all--- I must ask
myself what [ am here for, and how in these circumstances I must conduct myself. Now
the answer is plain, but so unpalatable that most will not face it. There is no meaning for

life, and thus life has no meaning.”

Solomon had also reflected on life and death. Although he had achieved success early in
life (Solomon had a nice job, amassed great wealth and had access to all the best things
that life had to offer), Solomon had devoted himself “to search for understanding and to
explore by wisdom” the purpose of life (Ecclesiastes 1:13). In the end, what Solomon
realized was that all men seek after happiness in all its different forms. Whether
pursuing a successful career, attaining academic achievements, acquiring material
wealth, or finding true love, without exception, people all tend to this end. Even if life is
transitory and death certain, within each person is a desire to find true happiness, and
any difficult choices made or effort tirelessly expended are done so with the intent of

pursuing what they think will make them happy.



And yet, while reflecting on “everything being done under heaven”, an exasperated
Solomon concluded that there was nothing worth pursuing in life, making the following
confession: “Meaningless-- everything is meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 1:2). The new
clothes, car or cell phone that one bought the previous week loses its novelty and
newness shortly thereafter. Physical beauty and strength inevitably fades with old age.
Status and stature is also fleeting, for there is no lasting appreciation or remembrance of
the one who accomplishes great things. Pride in academic achievements or career
success today, are only too easily overshadowed tomorrow by someone who is just a
little bit smarter or talented. Wealth is accumulated over many years of hard work and
prudent investment, only to be lost in a single bad decision or turned over to another

person once one enters the grave.

However, instead of falling into despair or adopting a nihilistic worldview, Solomon came
to an altogether different conclusion on the purpose of life, one that was informed by his
understanding that God had “set eternity in the hearts of men” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). That
rather than a cosmic accident or having evolved from primates over millions of years,
man was created by God with a very specific purpose in mind: uniquely created to be
blessed by God and to dwell with Him forever. And in seeking to find fulfillment in the
things created, rather than the Creator, the result is often one in which appetites remain
unsatisfied and desires are left unfulfilled. It is as French mathematician and physicist
Blaise Pascal put it when he stated: “There once was in man a true happiness of which
now remain to him only the mark and empty trace, which he in vain tries to fill from all
his surroundings- but these are all inadequate, because the infinite abyss can only be

filled by an infinite and immutable object, that is to say, only by God Himself.”

This is not to say that career, money, family and friends are meaningless and to be
disregarded. In fact, some of the happiest people around are those in deeply loving and
committed relationships. Rather, underlying even these good things is the recognition
that we exist for a greater purpose other than to simply “eat and drink and tell [oneself]
that his labor is good” (Ecclesiastes 2:24). Often times, unfortunately, it is only when we
lose something we hold dear that we stop to think and reflect on “what really @
matters” in life. Regardless of how and when one considers the questions of

the purpose of life, if one takes the time to reflect, and is honest with himself,

he may come to see that there exists within each person a deep C - !

yearning and longing for the nearness of God (Psalm 84:2),

which no amount of filling with things can satisfy.



